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Fighting
back!

B SKODA'S CHIEF

NOW WE ARE MAKING
PROGRESS, SAYS

TODAY'S Skodais better engineered and more refined
than any Skoda made before — and a steady growth
in sales reflects the fact that the Skoda reputation is
also on the up. This is the firm view of Britain's Skoda
Managing Director, Mr Petr, on future sales policy.

He says the Skoda priority
is to keep prices as low as
possible — in keeping with
Skoda’s policy of being “first
for value'’.

On this front, Mr Petr told
the Skoda Standard:
""Today's Skoda is better
value than ever before, and
we can look back on a
pedigree that's now 90
years long!”

But he also wants to see
continued  engineering
improvements.

To get the best value
means a long model run with
steady refinements — not
drastic changes — and Mr
Petr does not foresee any
radical changes to the
model-range for some years.

But changes like the new
five-speed gearbox, now
available on the 120 series
as well as the 1300cc cars,
and the new rear suspension
for the top-of-the-range 130
saloon, are the kind of steps
he hopes the model range
will continue to see.

"More and more people
are coming to understand
what Skoda stands for,”
says Mr Petr.

‘A little car — with a big
heart. In a sentence, that is
what Skoda is all about.

"'It's about very keen pric-
ing, and lots of value, but
more than that, it's a car with
a bold record of giant-killing
performances in interna-
tional motor-sport. That
demonstrates, above all,
Skoda reliability.

“On top of all that, of
course, Skoda stands for
something more among the
motor-trade. There is our
envied relationship with our
dealers. The Skoda dealer
network is a family — we
know our dealers very well
indeed — some have been
with us over a quarter of a
century. We maintain very
close links with the
showroom floor... that link
goes right back to the fac-
tory. Such strong links help
us identify problems early,
and also help us with apolicy
of steadily improving the
cars. Loyalty is very impor-
tant, and our close bond with
dealers is something envied
by other car makers.

Storming to success.

Skodas won a giant-killing

drive on the Lombard RAC Rally... see back-page

“"There is very great
loyalty among owners, too.
The best salesman is a
satisfied customer.

““We have had our prob-
lems in the past, but have
worked hard to get the pro-
duct right. Now word of
mouth from satisfied custo-
mers is starting to show very
marked results in our
favour...

"“Press and road-test com-
ments have been very good
indeed recently, a reflection
of the fact that good-will
towards Skoda is certainly
on the increase.””

Mr Petr says he expects
Skoda’s reputation to show
further signs of progress in
the next 12 months.

Clubbing together... seen here with a bright Skoda
Rapid, Beverley New, during her golfing tour in the
Professional Golf Association’s Women’s Tour. '/
like the fast-back style of the Rapid, which makes
it different from so many other cars on the road.
And the big boot can take a large bag of clubs.”’

Welcome
to a new
paper
WELCOME to the Skoda
Standard, a new newspaper
published by Skoda of Great
Britain Ltd, and with a print-
run of well over 70,000
copies is going to be seen far

and wide...

Mr Petr, the Managing
Director of Skoda (GB) Ltd
said: "'l welcome this new
paper, because communica-
tions are very important.

““What is more, there is a
lot going on within the com-
pany as a whole. | know this
newspaper will mainly be of
interest to the outside motor-
ing public who will see
copies in the showrooms of
Skoda dealers, butit will also
be well read by all those
working for Skoda."’

Sales Chief, Mr Peter
Titterton, who took the
initiative to commission this
first Skoda Standard, said:
This is something | have
been wanting to see happen
for a long time — and | look
forward to reading futher
editions.”’

The edition has been put
together by Philip Young,
former Editor of Sporting
Cars, who won the Guild of
Motoring Writer's accolade
for excellence in 1982 -
and has just won the award
for a second time.




New owner

Sir,

| have been driving Vauxhalls
for the past 10 years, and
change my car as a rule
every year. My last car was a
Cavalier Hatchback — and
was very good. But | decided
| was paying too much for
my motoring. As a result of
visiting your dealers, Schenk
Motors of Manchester, who
gave me a test drive, | have
now become the owner of a
new Rapid.

| am really very pleased
with the car, and was
genuinely surprised by the
handling, smoothness,
quality of build and the
performance.

What changed me from
Vauxhall was the reputation
for reliability, excellent
warranties, involvermnent in
motor-sport (R.A.C. Rally),
attractive and honest
advertising, and a prompt
reply from a request for
information... | waited two
months for a reply when |
wrote to Talbot!

Yours,

PAUL WILLIAMS
47 Slimbridge Close
Bolton

Converted

Sir,

I became a Volkswagen
enthusiast when | took up
driving in 1950. In particular,
| have put in many thousands
of miles in the 1600cc
Variant fastback. Recently,
however, the VW came in for
a great deal of refurbishment,
so my wife persuaded me to
look for another car. By
chance, | passed your
dealers, Taylors, at
Anniesland, Glasgow, and
called in for a closer look...

My mind was soon made
up, and | became the owner
of the fastback Skoda Rapid.
We have just taken the Rapid
to Germany — and averaged
49 mpg!

VW enthusiasts who are
seeking a replacement for
their Beetle or Fastback
should take a look at the
Skoda — | am very pleased
indeed with mine.

Yours,

MAX G. AUER
15 Kirk Crescent
Old Kilpatrick
Glasgow

Letters

to the
Editor

Letters are welcome:
write to 'Skoda Standard
150 Goswell Road, London EC1

Polished

Sir,

I am writing a few lines
concerning your dealers at
Skoparts House, Brackley.
Having purchased a Skoda
from this dealer, | would like
to say that | have never
known such superb sales
service. | hope this note
reaches the people who can
pass on a customer’s thanks,
not only to Mr Vernon
Baldwin, but all the fitters
and engineers who present
their cars in such immaculate
condition.

MR D. WRIGHT

18 Melbourne Close
Banbury, Oxon

Survivor

A few days after buying a
Skoda from Shellfield Motors
in Crawley, | was involved in
an accident which caused
extensive damage to the car.
Had we been in a less well
made car | am sure there
would have been more
serious injury to my wife and
son. We bought the Skoda
for its strength, which has
been proved to us. | must
express my appreciation for
the way the car is made, it
certainly saved us from more
serious injury.

Yours,
CHRISTOPHER HOLMES
3 Eastcroft Mews
Horsham

Milestone
Sir,
| first bought a Skoda in
1963, and am just about to
sell my third Skoda — not
bad for 23 years motoring!
Thank you for such a
dependable car.

Yours,
BARBARA WHITEHEAD
Hilsea
Portsmouth

Crash, bang!

While driving my Skoda 120
LSE to work on the M4
motorway, | was involved in
a ten car multiple accident.

My Skoda was hit by at
least five different vehicles
— including a Jaguar and a
BMW. It was hit three times
in the rear, with further
collisions down the sides.

| am delighted and thankful
to be able to say that my
only injuries were severe
bruising to my back and
chest, due to the seat belt
retaining me, and bruising to
my left leg, which demolised
the radio console. | was able
to open the near-side door
and walk away unaided.

I bought my car fram
Ashmore Green Garage, and
I must admit to some
misgivings when | first
bought it. But the car has
protected me well, | consider
myself fortunate that | am
able to write this letter
ALEC DAVIS
36 Sutton Road
Speed, Newbury, Berks

Marathon Man

Sir,

| have just covered over
206,000 miles with my
Skoda 120L which |
purchased in August 1977,
and since that date | have
had just one new clutch and
steering box. Nearly 10,000
miles has been towing a
caravan.

While on holiday in
Cornwall with the caravan,
we persuaded a farmer to
buy a Skoda — there are at
least five Skodas sold that |
can claim is due to others
being impressed with the
service | have enjoyed with
my Skoda.

D. BOXFORD-WHITE
20 Hill Hayes Lane
Chippenham, Wilts.

Love affair

| have recently purchased a
Skoda 130 Cabriolet —
having been impressed by
the Motor write-up, and have
now done over 300 miles in
the car. To say that | am
impressed would be an
understatement. When
delivered, it was totally fault-.
free (a rare occurrence,
judging by some aof the horror
stories I've read) and a
tribute to Skoda and Simco
Garage, the suppliers who
carried out the pre-delivery
inspection.

For a 1300, the car is
surprisingly quick — although
it's a shame they don’t make
a 1600. The best mpg I've
managed in 49, the worst
43, | consider this to be very
good considering the fact
that | am not the slow “*hang
about’’ type of driver
sometimes associated with
Skodas.

The car cost me £4,975
on the road, complete with
the optional tonneau cover.
Hardly a figure to break the
bank balance of anyone
looking to buy a brand-new
convertible.

To try to compare this car
to any of the old baring
Skodas is pointless. This one
has light responsive steering
and superb suspension,
together with all the useful
extras that one generally
associates with Skodas. |
have never been as pleased
with a car as | am with this
one and | cannot imagine
that | shall ever sell it.
Perhaps this model may
become the VW Beetle
convertible of the 1980s.
TIM RAYMOND
Doddinghurst, Essex

Reliable miles

Sir,
| have just completed
100,000 miles in my Skoda
120 LSE. Tyres have lasted
50,000 miles, exhaust
64,000 miles, and electrics
untouched apart from light
bulbs... and as there are
spare bulbs in the tool kit, |
have yet to buy a bulb!
Thanks to your dealers,
Wirral Cars — they are most
helpful. This Skoda just goes
on and on...

Yours,
DAVID OLIVER
West Kirby
Wirral
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