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New ‘Favorit’

extends range

for 1989

SKODA are to launch an all-new front-wheel drive
model, the five-door hatchback ‘Favorit, expected
to go on sale in Britain during the first half of 1989
— a year earlier than originally predicted.

New faces

A redesigned and more
powerful engine for the Skoda
Rapid Coupé has been
announced by Skoda.
Renamed the 136 Rapid, and
restyled with a new front
g;-illa,the latest Coupé has its

ur-cylinder, 1289cc engine
reworked with a new
aluminium alloy eight-port
cylinder head developed from
competition successes, plusa
new water-heated inlet
manifold for improved
starting and winter perform-
ance. The power output is
raised to 61.6 bhp at 5000 rpm.

New front grilles also
distinguish the 1989 Estelle
Two 120L and its more
elaborately equipped variant,
the 120L FIVE; the latter is
now fitted with a console-
mounted digital clock to add
to afeature list which already
includes a five-speed gearbox,
alloy wheels, glass sunroof
with built-in ceramic aerial
and stereo radio/cassette
player.

Prices of revised models,
including car tax, and VAT are:
Estelle Two 120L, £3249.13;
Estelle Two 120L FIVE,
£369888; 136 Rapid Coupé,
£4,198.45; 136 “Black Rapid”,
£4,252.03.

Prices of existing modals:
Estalle Two 105S, £2,897,80;
Estelle Two 105 LUX,
£308842; Estelle Two 130L,
£3,744.98; Estelle Two 130LSE,
£4,053.95; Estelle Two 130GL,
£4,198.45; 130 Rapid Coupé,
£3,997.88; 130 “Black Rapid”,
£4,051.45.

Following successful
negotiations by Skoda (GB)
Ltd, the UK, as the Czech
manufacturer’'s biggest
market in Western Europe, is
toreceive priority in exports
of the new car. However, the
build-up in production of the
Favorit means that a
reduced range of rear-
engined Skodas will be

Introducing the new ‘Favorit'...

available from the factory.

This range consists of the
120 models, and the new
version of the Rapid Coupé,
with an improved engine,
which all continue into the
nineties.

“By this time next year,”
says Skoda’s Sales Director
Peter Titterton, “We should
be offering two distinct
ranges, with a substantial
price gap between them -
but at the moment our
dealers have stocks of 105
and 130 series Estelle Two

...Top of the form when tested by ‘Motor’ Group Test — see p.6

saloons and Coupés at
unchanged and highly
competitive prices, as well
as preparing to take the new,
1989 specification 120L,
120L FIVE and Rapid
models in the near future.

"Anyone seeking a high
level of comfort and
equipment at modest cost
should call at his Skoda
dealer quickly, and take a
good look at the current
range, including the 105S -
still the lowest-priced four-
door, four-cylinder new car
in Britain — while these
super-value models remain
available/” The all-new
Favoritislighter and slightly
smaller in overall dimen-
sions than the Estelle,
although those who have
seen the new car say it
feels considerably roomier
inside.

It is built with massive
investment in the latest
technology, a multi-million
pound updating of Skoda's
manufacturing plant and
much of this has come from
Britain.

The new car was
designed by Bertone, with
some final assistance by
Porsche.

The Favorit will use the
new alloy engine now fitted
to the 136 Rapid, with five-
speed gearbox, and light,
quick steering. It comes to
Britain next year and as
Peter Titterton explains on
page three, it is seen as
expanding the range.



‘Strength saved
our family’

| feel that | must put pen to
paper and tell you how glad |
am that | was driving a
Skoda Rapid 130 on the day
that | and my family had a
terrible road accident. We all
feel that if we had been in
any other car things would
have been very different,
(see newspaper cutting
enclosed). Yes, there were
quite a lot of very bad
injuries and things were
touch and go for a while.
The driver of the other car

fell asleep, after driving
overnight from Cornwall —
she came across the road
and hit us head on,
unfortunately her passenger
was killed outright. But in our
Skoda, my middle daughter

razed her left side of her
ace, she was the least hurt,
my youngest daughter

Is this a record?

Dear Sir,
| thought you might like to
consider a record bid for
engine reliability. My X-reg
Skoda 105S has done 92,000
miles for the total
replacement of one set of
piston rings, and one exhaust
valve. Everything else on the
engine is the original. The car
has been tuned once, and
even the clutch is original.

There is hardly a trace of
rust on the car, which has
been over the roughest of
mountain tracks, across fords
and beaches, with all the
signs of just going on and
on... can anyone else beat
this?

Yours sincerely,
David Joy, Edinburgh

Marathon Man
says beat this!

My Skoda 120LS is nearly
five years old, and | have
now driven 225,000 miles in
it. | did have to replace the
engine at 145,000 miles, with
a reconditioned unit, and
have also had a clutch
replaced. | only replaced the
engine because it was
starting to use too much oil,
and had become a little
noisy. The car is going very
well, however, and despite
such a high mileage, the
various components such as
wheel bearings and drive
shafts are just beginning to
produce some noise.

The car has been regularly
serviced at Prince Avenue
Service Station in Southend.

Yours sincerely,

Stephen Chesterman,
Southend, Essex.

was sitting in the middle at
the back, unfortunately we
didn't have seat belts in the
back, as we had the car a
month before you started
putting them in, she went
between the two front seats,
broke both her arms and her
legs and fractured her jaw.
My wife was in the back,
sitting behind me, she shot
forward with the impact, the
force folded my driver’s seat,
trapping myself against the
steering wheel, which broke,
and the windscreen, which
didn’t break. She broke her
thigh. | had serious head
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injuries, and a badly broken
leg, my father in the front
passenger seat broke a tibia
and fibia in the leg.

Now we are up and about
again, and looking forward to
taking delivery of our new
Skoda Rapid from our usual
excellent suppliers, Wright
Lovett of Newark, who have
supplied the last three new
Skodas we have purchased
- they always look after us
well.

Yours sincerely,

William Newton,
New Balderton, Newark,
Notts.

GIRL, 19, KILLED IN GRASH
Injured..

ABOVE: The Datsu
BELOW: The Skoda

SKODA OWNERS
LIVE LETTERS

Let’s hear your own Skoda stories or achievements!
Please write to:
The Editor
Skoda Standard
150 Goswell Road, London EC1V 7DS

Volvo tests
Skoda safety

Dear Sir,
| feel that | must write and
ay my tributes to the

strength of Skoda, and give a
thank-you for the help that |
have received from the local
dealers, Rainworth Motors of
Mansfield.

| was in collision with an

errant Volvo, the damage
being so severe that the car
was a total write off, yet my
wife and | were uninjured.
Had we been in a smaller car,
or one that was less strong, |
am confident we would have
suffered severe injuries.

As my wife is severely
disabled, the loss of the car
was a great blow to us, and it
was imperative that a
replacement car was

Smashing times
for Skoda

Dear Sir,

We have been Skoda owners
for the past five years and
would like to bring to your
attention their amazing
safety.

A BMW went out of
control, colliding at right
angles with our car, scoring a
direct hit with the driver’'s
door. The front off-side
wheel was shattered by the
impact, the door caved in,
but my husband, who was
driving, escaped unhurt. That
was three years ago.

A week ago, | was driving
home, when | had a blow out
in the rear near-side tyre.
The road was very wet, |
skidded all over the road,
desperately trying to regain
control. When | found myself
heading for the wrong side
of the road, | decided to aim
for the hedge (on the other
side of the grass verge). This
was preferable to being hit
by oncoming traffic. | must
have collided with the kerb
sideways on, as the car
rolled over completely on its
side, through 360 degrees
and ended up back on its
wheels on the verge,
(between two lamp posts).
The roof was hardly dented
and the only glass to break
was that of the near-side
wing mirror. | got out, a bit
bruised but otherwise
unscathed, amazed at such a
lucky escape. Witnesses
described the events as
more like a scene from
Dukes of Hazzard than real
life. Everyone was
astounded that | was
uninjured.

Because of axle, chassis
and body damage, it will not
be economical to repair the
car, but as soon as we
receive the insurance
cheque, you can be sure we
will be paying UHT, Preston,
a visit. We want another
Skoda, their safety has been
proved by us twice. We have
also given food for thought
to friends and colleagues,
who have been amazed at
the safety and strength of
Skodas.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Heather Goldup,
Buxton, Chorley, Lancs.

obtained quickly. Rainworth
Motors loaned a new 120L
Skoda the following day.
My wife and | are most
impressed with the
improvements to the Skoda
range’
Yours faithfully,
Alan Carrington,
Kirkby in Ashfield,
Nottingham.
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