OLD-SCHOOL
SKODAS

This month, how to make the bouncing Czechs L AR
go faster, stop quicker and look even cooler. Photos Paul Wager

Ah, the Skoda Estelle, butt PROS / CONS
of so many jokes (‘why has a : :

Skoda got a heated rear screen?” @ Rear-engined. Like a 911
etc). But with Skoda havingbeen @ Cheap to buy and build
immensely successful in rallying © It's different

since the '70s (a 17-year winning
streak in its class on the RAC
Rally) and with the upturn in status
for the marque under the parent-
age of VAG, maybe some of this
slagging is starting to look a little
unfair. Certainly a growing number
of enthusiast groups are forming
to save the cars (they're getting to
be a rarer sight on the road by the
month), and tuning what was
a reasonably nippy and well-
handling car to start with is
becoming more popular.

With its rear-engined,
rear-wheel drive layout
with quite a lot of weight
hanging out past the rear
wheels (just like the Por-
sche 911), the driving expe-
rience can be described
as ‘interesting' — especially
in the wet. But with a bit of
tuning to the suspension and
brakes (surprisingly good in
standard form anyway) and
then releasing some extra power
from the engine, an Estelle can
be transformed from 'grandad's
car' to a surprisingly fun pocket
rocket - check out Google video
or www.youtube.com and search
for 'Skoda drifting' if you don't
believe us.

A word of warning though
before you rush out and grab
the next car that comes on eBay.
Parts (both standard and compe-
tition), specialists and literature
on the subject can be very hard
to come by, even on the Inter-

@ Pretty slow as standard
@ Cold War build quality
@ Jasper Carrott
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